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OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
TO RECEIVE NON-FORMAL ART EDUCATION AT
POLTAVA V. G. KOROLENKO NATIONAL PEDAGOGICAL
UNIVERSITY

Y craTi BUCBITJIIOIOTBCA MOXJIMBOCTI OAHOr0 3 KpalUX MeAaroriyHMX BULIIB
Ykpainu - Ilo/TaBCBKOr0 HaLliOHAJBHOrO MeAaroriyHoro yHisepcutery imeni B. IL
KopoJsieHka - 11010 HalaHHS CTY/leHTaM-iHO3eMIIsIM HepOopMaJibHOI MUCTELbKOI OCBITH
B Xy/JI02KHbO-TBOPYHUX KOJIEKTUBAX BHUILY. Harosomyerbcd, 10 yHIBEpCUTET MA€ NOHA,
CTOJIITHIO TPaJMLil0 MiATOTOBKU IeJaroriyHux i HenmejaroriyHUx KajpiB Ta JOCBIiJ
HaBYaHHf MOJIOZI Ppi3HUX HaljoHasbHOCTed. [liIKpec/aeTbCs, 10 HAyKOBO-
nejaroriyHui CkJaj yHiBepcUTeTy € pyLIiHHOI CHUJIOK y MOCTYHNAJbHOMY PO3BUTKY
nejaroriyHoi HayKW W NMpaKTHUKU YKpaiHU Ta 3abe3Nevyye HalaHHS sKiCHUX OCBITHIX
nocayr 3a 6igbm Hik 110-mMa ocBiTHiMM mnporpamaMu. 3a3HadaeTbcs, o B [THITY
imeni B. I. KopoJieHKka cTBOpeHe COLIiOKY/JIbTYpHE CepefoBHUIle, B SKOMY TpaJuLiiiHO
KOHBEPreHTHUMH € Di3Hi BHUJU OCBiTHBOI [isinbHOCTI, 30KpeMa, ¢dopMasbHa Ta
HedopmasibHa MucTelbka. OGIPYHTOBYETBbCA JOLIJBHICTD NOEAHAHHA LHUX [JBOX
BHU/IiB OCBITHbOI JilJIbHOCTI MiJi Yac HaBYaHHA B YHiBepCHUTeTi iHO3eMHUX CTYJeHTIB,
1110 /103BOJISIE€ iM He JIMILEe OBOJIOJITH CKJIaJHMKaMHM 06paHUX OCBITHIX mporpam, asne i
Jla€ MOXJ/MUBICTb YCHIIIHO NPOUTH COLIOKY/JBTYpHY aJanTalild B OCBITHbOMY
cepeZlOBUII BUIIY Ta yKpaiHCbKOMY CYCHiJIbCTBI 3arajoM. Harosomyetbcs, 110
HedpopmanbHa MucTenbka ocita B [IHIIY imeni B. I KoposeHka HagaeTbcs
CTyAleHTaM y Xy/J0)KHbO-TBOPYMX KOJIEKTMBAaxX BHIIY, MHUCTELbKUN piBeHb AKUX
BU3HAHO SIK BUCOKHUM He Jiuile B Mexax [losTaBluHY, YKpaiHy, ane ¥ 3a KOPAOHOM.
[linkpecnroeTbCsA, MO OTpUMaHHsA HepOpMaJbHOI OCBITH € AOGPOBIILHUM BHGOPOM
KO>HOI'0 CTY/I€HTa HallpsAMY MUCTELbKOI JilJIbHOCTI, KOHKPET-HOI'0 KOJIEKTUBY, TBOPIiB
JUJIs BUKOHAaHHSA TOILO. Bu3HavyaeThcs, 10 MUCTELbKO-OCBITHSA AiSIBHICTb (My3MYHa,
xopeorpadiyHa, 06pa3oTBOpYa, JiTepaTypHa, TeaTpaJbHa TOLI0) CTYJEHTiB-iHO3eMIiB
y XyZOKHbO-TBOPYMX KOJIEKTHBAx 3a/l0BOJIbHAE IX MOTpeOM y ajanTanii o HOBUX
yMOB, € MOTHUBALifHUM YHUHHUKOM JJil IMi3HAHHS YKPalHCbKOI KYJbTYPH, aKTUBI3y€E
TBOPYMH NOTeHIjal KOXHOi OCOGHCTOCTi, MO3UTHUBHO BIJIMBAE HAa TrapMoOHi3awiio
ncuxoeMolifHoro # ¢i3UyHOTO CTaHy, a TaKOX CIpHUsE y3araJbHEHHIO BJIACHOTO
JKUTTEBOTO JOCBiJly Ta JoIoMara€ CHiBBifjHeCTHM HOro 3 CUCTEMOK LiHHOCTeH, fKi
iCTOpUYHO CKJIa/MCA B YKpaiHCBbKIHN Jep»aBi Ta cydacHOMY MOJIOAKHOMY cepeJiOBUILi
TOLLO.

Kamouosi caosa: I[lonmascvkull HayioHaabHull nedazozivHuil yHisepcumem imeHi B.
I’ Koposenka; HeghopmanbHa Mucmeybka ocgima; iHozeMHi cmydeHmu.

The article highlights the opportunities to provide international students with
non-formal art education in the artistic groups at one of the best pedagogical universi-
ties in Ukraine, i.e., Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University. It is empha-
sized that the university has more than a century of traditions in training pedagogical
and non-pedagogical staff and experience in teaching international students. It is
pointed up that the university’s scientific and pedagogical staff is a driving force in the
progressive development of pedagogical science and practice in Ukraine and provides
quality edu-cational services for more than 110 programs. It is noted that Poltava V.
G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University has created a social and cultural
environment, which traditionally converges different types of educational activities, in
particular, formal and non-formal art. The expediency of combining these two
educational activity types while studying at the university is substantiated. It allows
international students to master the components of selected educational programs and
successfully undergo sociocultural ad-aptation to the learning environment and
Ukrainian society. It is highlighted that non-for-mal art education at Poltava V. G.
Korolenko National Pedagogical University is provided to students in artistic and
creative groups. These groups’ artistic level is highly recognized within Ukraine and
abroad. It is emphasized that non-formal education is each student’s voluntary choice
regarding the field of art, a particular group, and compositions to per-form, etc. It is
determined that international students’ artistic and educational activities, in particular,
musical, choreographic, visual, literary, theatrical, etc., in artistic and creative groups,
meet their needs to adapt to new conditions. It is a motivating factor for learning about
Ukrainian culture. It activates the creative potential of each individual, has a pos-itive
effect on the harmonization of psycho-emotional and physical conditions, as well as
contributes to the generalization of one’s own life experience, and helps to correlate
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it with the system of values that have historically developed in the Ukrainian state and
modern youth environment, etc.

Keywords: Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University; non-formal art
education; international students.

Introduction. The present Ukrainian educational policy is characterized by the strengthening approaches
to attracting international students to study in higher education institutions in Ukraine. One of the outstanding
universities providing educational services to international students is Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagog-
ical University. The university has more than a century of traditions in training pedagogical and non-pedagogical
staff. Its history was made by prominent scientists and teachers: Hryhorii Vashchenko, Dmytro Bahalii, Volody-
myr Shchepotiev, Vasyl Verkhovynets, and others. A. Makarenko, V. Sukhomlynsky, Y. Kondratiuk, and others were
Poltava Pedagogical University alumni and were recognized worldwide. The university has already trained about
seventy thousand teachers, educators, scientists, artists, politicians, and public figures (F'oz, Epmak, & Kupugos,
2009, c. 3). It should be mentioned that Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University has already had
an experience in international student training. Thus, students from Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan studied at the
university in the 70s-80s of the 20th century. Currently, the university teaching staff preserves the best educational
traditions developed over many years. It enhances the best progressive experience, including the development of
new pedagogical approaches to teaching international students.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Due to the growing number of international students in
Ukraine, which currently stands at almost 80,000 people (bpuginz Minicmpa ocgimu i Hayku, 2022), theoretical
and practical principles of training international students in Ukrainian higher education institutions has been sig-
nificantly intensified. Researchers study the issues of socio-pedagogical and psychological assistance to interna-
tional students, i.e., A. Hadomska, D. Porokh, L. Rybachenko, O. Tetianchenko, and I. Shulha. Scholars V. Kolomiets,
0. Rezvan, and L. Khatkova study the development of international students’ cognitive needs. O. Bilous, T. Dovgod-
ko, M. Ivanova, N. Titkova, and I. Sladkykh consider the formation of international students’ positive attitude to the
culture of the Ukrainian people and adaptation to the educational environment of Ukraine. Studies conducted by
0. Bardina-Vizhye, L. Shpak, and Y. Soroka on international students’ socio-cultural adaptation are valuable for our
studies. Scientists highlight various aspects of introducing international students to the world of Ukrainian culture,
involvement in different associations, national groups, etc. At the same time, the issues of providing non-formal art
education to international students in artistic and creative groups of higher education institutions are considered
only to a certain extent.

Aim of the Study. The paper aims to substantiate the feasibility and highlight approaches to providing inter-
national students with non-formal art education in artistic and creative groups at one of the best institutions of
higher pedagogical education in Ukraine - Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University.

Results. Today’s institutions of higher pedagogical education in Ukraine are characterized by the search for
new ways to improve the quality of educational services. To achieve this goal, universities are constantly working
to improve the scientific level of teaching staff. In particular, today Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Pedagogical Uni-
versity has a skilled and qualified teaching staff. 85% of university lecturers have scientific degrees and academic
titles. They all are the driving force in the progressive development of pedagogical science in Ukraine and world-
wide. During the last five years, university researchers have published 230 monographs. Nearly 5,000 articles
have been submitted to Ukrainian professional journals. Publications are indexed in international scientometric
databases (3simu npo Haykogy po6omy, 2021).

Taking into account the need to improve the quality of educational services, lecturers of Poltava Pedagogical
University are constantly working to develop new theoretical and practical approaches to education. In particular,
the professors of Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University have recently published 24 monographs
on various aspects of future teacher training: teachers of the New Ukrainian School (I. Babenko, V. Barbinov, A.
Barbinova, N. Vlasenko, I. Karapuzova, Ya. Makarenko, V. Pomohaibo); history teachers (0. Borodenko, Y. Vilkhovyi,
D. Loboda, R. Sitarchuk); teachers of art disciplines (T. Blahova, V. Tytarenko, A. Chornoshchokov); physical educa-
tion teachers (0. Kornosenko, O. Danysko), etc.

The experienced university teaching staff ensures the implementation of more than 100 educational and pro-
fessional programs. 10 educational and scientific programs are offered to Ukrainian and international students.
The programs are the following: pedagogical programs, which include, for example, preschool teacher training,
primary school teacher training and subject teacher training, etc., non-pedagogical programs, i.e., history and ar-
cheology, tourism, journalism, computer science, biology, psychology, social work, etc.

We emphasize that Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University has created an appropriate so-
cio-cultural environment with all the conditions for providing quality education. Thus, the university has been
taking into account the expediency of convergence of formal and non-formal education for years. Hence, formal
education ‘is received through educational programs in accordance with statutory levels of education, fields of
knowledge, and involves the achievement of the training outcomes based on educational standards and the acqui-
sition of qualifications recognized by the state (IIpo ocgimy, 2017) and non-formal education ‘is usually received
through educational programs and does not involve the award of state-recognized educational qualifications by
the level of education, but may end with the assignment and/or award of partial educational qualifications’ (/Ipo
ocgimy, 2017).
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A new approach to the convergence of formal and non-formal education is to involve future teachers in receiv-
ing non-formal art education in the artistic and creative groups at Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Pedagogical Uni-
versity. We define non-formal art education in the system of teacher training as the voluntary artistic activity of the
individual, carried out outside of formal education in higher education. It is mainly implemented in artistic groups
and is not supplemented by the issuance of an official diploma (Cy.1aeBa, 2014, c. 75). While providing non-formal
art education to students at Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University, it is taken into account that
its aim is to stimulate future teachers’ personal and professional development by meeting their socio-cultural and
educational-professional needs (Cynaesa, 2014, c. 75).

In determining the benefits for international students while studying at Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Ped-
agogical University, the main one is quality education. It, above all, involves their immersion in the university so-
cio-cultural environment, which is a combination of formal education and non-formal art education in artistic and
creative groups. Not only will it help international students to master the components of selected educational pro-
grams, but also give them the opportunity to successfully undergo socio-cultural adaptation to Ukrainian society.
After all, when choosing a university, international students pay attention to the quality of education, admission
requirements, tuition fees, the level of tolerance for people of other nationalities at the university and a city, living
conditions, and, last but not least, opportunities for successful socio-cultural adaptation.

When it comes to the socio-cultural adaptation of students, the emphasis is on the fact that it should be ‘an
active process that is implemented in the unity of two life programs, i.e., external and internal one. The aim of
the external program is a socio-psychological adaptation to the peculiarities of the environment and society. The
internal program is the implementation of self-realization, self-improvement, developing students’ potential, and
thus exerting some influence on society and culture’(Men f1H, 2018, c. 27). At the same time, in order for the adap-
tation of international students to be successful, it is expedient to involve them in artistic and creative activities. It
helps to create “conditions for adaptation of a person to a cultural, artistic environment, their ability to adequately
perceive its artifacts and realize their potential with maximum benefit for self-expression in the chosen field of art
(MeH £1H, 2018, c. 8).

The socio-cultural environment, which is created at Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University
with an extensive network of artistic and creative groups, is the basis for considerable and rapid socio-cultural
adaptation of international students. Thus, the university has more than 20 groups (music, choreography, theater,
decorative and applied arts groups, etc.). Ukrainian Folk Choir ‘Kalyna, the Folk Dance Ensemble ‘Vesna, the Folk
Ballroom Dance Ensemble ‘Gratsia’, and others are well-known in Ukraine and Europe.

International students’ artistic and educational activities in these artistic groups will meet the needs to adapt
to new external conditions. It might be a motivating factor for learning about Ukrainian culture and help activate
each person'’s creative potential. Furthermore, artistic and educational activities harmonize psycho-emotional and
physical conditions and help generalize one’s own life experience and correlate it with the system of values, which
are historically developed in the Ukrainian state and modern youth environment.

An essential aspect of receiving non-formal art education by international students in the artistic and creative
groups at Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University is its content. Criteria for selecting compositions
for artistic and educational activities are the following: national orientation of compositions, compliance with the
needs of students (preferences, age), compliance with resource provision (legal, informational, material, and finan-
cial, personnel), and expediency in professional training.

While receiving non-formal art education in artistic and creative groups at Poltava Pedagogical Universi-
ty, international students have the opportunity to get closer to the highly spiritual pieces of the heritage of the
Ukrainian people. They are able to join the performances and highlight the most significant signs of perfection of
human existence in their ethical, aesthetic, and patriotic manifestations, as well as master the theoretical and prac-
tical foundations of musical art (folk, author’s, spiritual, variety of vocal and instrumental compositions, etc.), fine
arts (paintings, graphics, sculptures, decorative and applied arts, etc.), choreographic art (folk, classical, modern
dances), literary and theatrical art (lyrics, epics, drama), and other kinds of art selected by international students
to perform in artistic and creative groups.

In non-formal art education, traditional forms of artistic and educational activities organization are used, i.e.,
collective, group, and individual. Realization of the aim and objectives of non-formal art education occurs during
collective classes. It is due to genre and pedagogical features. During collective classes, a significant number of
international students are attracted to artistic activities. They join the artistic and educational environment and
perform compositions with Ukrainian students. The collective performance of compositions gives each student the
opportunity to feel part of a whole and, at the same time, to be realized in accordance with individual capabilities
by performing certain roles. Group form of activities is often used in non-formal art education when the head of
the group works on certain fragments of the play or individual choral or orchestral parts. Individual forms of work
with international students are also quite productive. Their peculiarity is that the teacher works with each student
individually, taking into account their personal level of proficiency in the Ukrainian language or the development
of artistic abilities, skills, and aspirations. It gives international students the opportunity to work on developing
their own potential and achieve a higher level of performing skills. However, this form of education does not give a
chance to gain experience working in an artistic group and feel the pleasure of working together.

The use of various forms of non-formal art education is determined by the kind of art. Non-formal musical
educational activities are carried out in choirs (Ukrainian Folk Choir ‘Kalyna, Folk Vocal Ensemble ‘Svichado, Folk
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P. Lymanskyi Amateur Choir, etc.), vocal ensembles (Pavlo Baklanov Folk Ensemble ‘Zhyva Voda, People’s Amateur
Pop Music Center ‘Viktoriia, Ukrainian Folk Male Vocal Ensemble ‘Chebrets, Women’s Song and Folklore Group
‘Cheremshyna, Pop Song Studio ‘Gloriia.” Participants perform songs individually or participate in various tem-
porary creative music groups. Non-formal choreographic activities are realized in dance ensembles (Folk Dance
Ensemble ‘Vesna, Folk Dance Ballroom Ensemble ‘Gratsiia, Creative Laboratory of Modern Dance ‘SOUL DANCE,
Folk Ensemble of Modern Ballet ‘Mariia, Choreographic Group of Ukrainian Folk Choir ‘Kalyna, etc.) Non-formal
literary and theatrical education is embodied in theater studios (Literary and Artistic Theater-Studio ‘Globus, Stu-
dent Theater ‘Faculty-F’ Student Theater of Fashion). Non-formal fine arts education is provided to students in the
groups of drawing, painting, and decorative arts of the Department of Fine Arts.

Receiving non-formal art education at Poltava Pedagogical University will satisfy international students’ ed-
ucational needs. They can freely choose the directions of artistic activity and artistic and creative groups. Inter-
national students who have spare time and realize the need to fill it with non-formal art education can become
members of any group. They can suggest compositions for mastering, certain forms, and methods of organizing ar-
tistic and educational activities. Systematic and purposeful acquisition of non-formal art education in artistic and
creative groups will allow international students to achieve a certain result, evaluate it and bring it to the audience,
taking part in a concert or an exhibition. Effectively combining formal education with non-formal art education,
every international student becomes a member of the artistic and creative group and makes a significant contribu-
tion to personal development, in particular, their own professional and pedagogical development.

The result of providing non-formal art education to international students in the artistic and creative groups
at Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University is their entire socio-cultural adaptation, personal and
professional development, based on an integrative combination of the following developmental components: ar-
tistic, spiritual, and social development.

Conclusions. Based on the foregoing, we are able to draw conclusions that all the opportunities to provide in-
ternational students with non-formal art education in the artistic groups are created at one of the best pedagogical
universities in Ukraine, i.e., Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University. The university has more than
a century of traditions in training pedagogical and non-pedagogical staff and experience in teaching young peo-
ple of different nationalities. The university’s scientific and pedagogical staff is a driving force in the progressive
development of pedagogical science and practice in Ukraine and provides quality educational services for more
than 110 educational and professional, and educational and scientific programs. Poltava V. G. Korolenko National
Pedagogical University has created a social and cultural environment, which traditionally combines different types
of educational activities, in particular, formal and non-formal art. The expediency of combining these two educa-
tional activity types while studying at the university is determined by the fact that it allows international students
to master the components of selected educational programs and successfully undergo socio-cultural adaptation to
the learning environment and Ukrainian society. Non-formal art education at Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Ped-
agogical University is provided to students in the university’s artistic and creative groups. These groups’ artistic
level is highly recognized within Ukraine and abroad. Non-formal education is a voluntary choice of each student
regarding the field of art, a particular group, and compositions to perform, etc. International students’ artistic and
educational activities, in particular, musical, choreographic, visual, literary, theatrical, etc., in artistic and creative
groups, meet their needs to adapt to new conditions. It is a motivating factor for learning about Ukrainian culture,
it activates the creative potential of each individual, has a positive effect on the harmonization of psycho-emotion-
al and physical conditions, as well as contributes to the generalization of one’s own life experience, and helps to
correlate it with the system of values that have historically developed in the Ukrainian state and modern youth
environment, etc.
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