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THE METHOD OF SELF-COMMENTARY IN GOGOL’S SKETCH «FOUR LETTERS TO 
DIFFERENT PERSONS ON THE OCCASION OF “THE DEAD SOULS”» 

Gogol’s Sketch «Four Letters To Different Persons On the Occasion of “The Dead Souls”» is 
analyzed in this article as a part of the writer’s book «Selected Works From Correspondence With 
Friends». The author of the article focuses her attention on the peculiarities of the usage of the author’s 
self-commentary method in the mentioned work.
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G,!0*X>1@ 0!>X;>@+!9! ?'>@6%&&'+- W.E.Y3&X&- (1879-1953) ?0',%01-.- X ?0!$!,#3Z 
?0',%01-1' 3,-93 $!>.X$&'+X,, !>+X.@+' "3$!#&( >?-$['&- 6'1T( >+.-$&- 1- &%!$&!-

F&-*&-.  0!,X$&X .X1%0-130!F&-,TX == >1!.X11( (J.:U-&->@Z,, E.J!.+!,, E./'"-;.!,, 
G.Y!&-6X, :.Y-D!0%+!, J.<%.$'4 1- X&.) 3>%DX*&! 0!F9.($-.' "3$!#&\ >?-$['&3 6'1-
T(, -.% ]03&1!,&!9! -&-.XF3 #-&0!,!->1'.@!,'" !>!D.',!>1%; [% &% D3.! F$X;>&%&! 

, >3*->&!63 .X1%0-130!F&-,>1,X. G!# 6' 6-Z6! &- 6%1X ?0!,%>1'  $%1-.@&'; -&-.XF 
0!6-&3 W.Y3&X&- «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» 1- $!>.X$'1' ;!9! #-&0!,3 ?0'0!$3, 0!F9.(&31' 

&-0-1',&3 >103+1303, ,'!+0%6'1' #-&0!,X $!6X&-&1' 1- _" ,?.', &- X$X!>1'.@ 6'1T(. 
«8!.!,&- +&'9-» W.Y3&X&- «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» (1927-1938) ?'>-.->( 3 `0-&TX_, 

+3$' ?'>@6%&&'+, &% ?0';&(,4' X$%; 0%,!.\TX_, D3, F634%&'; %6X903,-1' , 1920 0!TX. 
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a% , 1921 0!TX 6'1%T@ "!1X, >1,!0'1' «[!>@ &!,%, $-,&'6-$-,&! D-#-&%» – «?!*--
1' +&'93, ?0! (+3 60X(, `.!D%0, «<&'93 &X ?0! [!», D%F 3>X.(+'" F!,&X4&X" F,’(F+X,, 
$% D ,'.'1' $343, 0!F+-F-1' ?0! >,!Z #'11(, 1%, [! $!,%.!>( D-*'1' , T@!63 >,X1X, 
,X$*3,-1', $36-1', +!"-1', &%&-,'$X1'» [13, >.153]. G-+!\ +&'9!\ X >1-Z 0!6-& «^'11( 
:0>%&@Z,-», (+'; ?0!$!,#3Z 10-$'TX_ .X1%0-130' =W= >1!.X11( 1- >?'0-Z1@>( &- &!,!-

,,%$%&&( ==-9!. 

7-0-FX 1!*'1@>( $'>+3>X( [!$! #-&03 -&-.XF!,-&!9! 0!6-&3. 7-?0'+.-$, >3*->&X 
$!>.X$&'+' (b./-.@T%,, E.C.','T@+-) ,,-#-\1@, [! U!06- 0!6-&3 &% D3.- !09-&X*&- 
?0'0!$X ; 1-.-&13 W.Y3&X&-, X +-1%9!0'*&! >1,%0$#3\1@, [! ,X& «#!$&!9! 0-F3 3 >,!Z63 

#'11X &% >+!0'>1-,>( U!06!\ 0!6-&3» [10, >.129]. E.<-F-0+X& 3 0!D!1X «H!>X;>@+- 
.X1%0-130&- +.->'+- == >1!.X11(» (1995) &-F',-Z 0!6-& .X0'+!-UX.!>!U>@+!\ ?!,X>1\-

?!%6!\, 3 (+X; F- $!?!6!9!\ >?!,X$X ?X$D',-\1@>( ?X$>36+' #'11( ?!+!.X&&(, 
!D6X0+!,3Z1@>( 4.(" .\$'&', ;!9! ?0!6X#&% >1-&!,'[% 6X# F%6&'6 X &%D%>&'6 [4, 

>.196].

:.% 6', 3>.X$ F- ?0!,X$&'6' .X1%0-130!F&-,T(6' >1!.X11( (J.:U-&->@Z,'6, 

:.J!.+!,'6, E./'"-;.!,'6, W.:.@D%01!6, G.Q-,'$!,!\, A./X"%Z,!\, :.C'.-Z,'6), 

>1,%0$#3Z6!, [! $.( 1,!0*!>1X W.Y3&X&- "-0-+1%0&% 0!6-&&% 6'>.%&&(, !>+X.@+' 

>?!>XD 6'>.%&&( ?'>@6%&&'+- D3, 0!6-&&'6, 6'>.', ,X& F-,#$' >3D>1-&TX!&-.@&'6' 

+-1%9!0X(6' (#'11(, >6%01@, $!.(, ?-6’(1@, *-> X 1.$.). C-6% UX.!>!U>@+X +-1%9!0X_ .(9-
.' , !>&!,3 D3&X&>@+!_ 0!6-&&!_ U!06', (+3 6' 10-+13Z6! (+ "3$!#&\ DX!90-UX\ 

6'1T(. E$&-+ &% 6!#&- 9!,!0'1' ?0! ?!,&3 ,X$?!,X$&X>1@ 6X# DX!90-UXZ\ W.Y3&X&- 
X DX!90-UXZ\ 9!.!,&!9! 9%0!(. «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» – T% "3$!#&X; 1,X0, 3 (+!63 $-,&X 
?!$X_ X U-+1' ?%0%1,!0%&X, ?%0%!>6'>.%&X. J.=!$->%,'* $!>'1@ ,.3*&! "-0-+1%0'F3Z 
0!6-& (+ «,'9-$-&3 -,1!DX!90-UX\», «-,1!DX!90-UX\ ,'9-$-&!_ !>!D'». G-+!_ 1!*+' 

F!03 $!10'63,-,>( ; >-6 -,1!0, >1,%0$#3\*', [! ;!9! 9%0!; &% 1!1!#&'; ;!63, - "3-

$!#&@! ,'6-.@!,-&'; X$%-. 6'1T(. :,1!DX!90-UX*&'6 6'1%T@ &-F',-, +!#%& >,X; 1,X0, 

!>+X.@+' 3 +!#&!63 ,X& ,X$1,!0\,-, >,!_ ,0-#%&&(, ?%0%#'1X %6!TX_. 
Q!>.X$&'+' &%!$&!F&-*&X [!$! #-&0!,!_ ?0'0!$' 1,!03: <. -3>1!,>@+'; F-F&--

*-,, [! 0!6-& W.Y3&X&- &-?'>-&'; 3 U!06X «&!,!9!, [% &% &-F,-&!9! #-&03», (+'; 

?XF&X4% ,X& ,'F&-*', (+ «.X0'*&3 %?!?%\» [12], 8.<30.(&$>@+- &-F',-Z «9!.!,&3 

+&'93» W.Y3&X&- 0%-.X>1'*&'6 0!6-&!6 F %.%6%&1-6' 0!6-&1'*&!_ >3D’Z+1',&!>1X 
[9]. AX1%0-130!F&-,%T@ E./'"-;.!, ,X$F&-*-Z ?%,&3 >"!#X>1@ 0!6-&3 W.Y3&X&- 1- 0!-

6-&&!9! T'+.3 /. 03>1- «R ?!43+-" 310-*%&!9! *->3» (1909-1922): «J !D!" – ?!1X+ 
F9-$!+, $% ,-#+! ?!D-*'1' >\#%1 3 ;!9! F,'*&!63 0!F36X&&X, 1%6- >1-0X&&(, ,10-1, 
>6%01X». OD.'#3Z 6'1TX, ,X$>31&X>1@ ,X$*311( ?.'&3 X>1!0X_, (,&- X0!&X*&X>1@. :.% 
$!>.X$&'+ ?!6X*-Z X ,X$6X&&!>1X: «L+[!  03>1 !?'>3Z 6%"-&XF6 .\$>@+!9! >?0';&(1-
1(, 1! $.( Y3&X&- 9!.!,&'6 F-.'4-Z1@>( ,X$!D0-#%&&( >-6!_ *311Z,!>1X».  03>1, F- 
>.!,-6' .X1%0-130!F&-,T(, 0-TX!&-.X>1'*&';, .!9X*&';, 1!$X (+ Y3&X& «%6!TX;&X4%, 
X6?0%>X!&X>1'*&X4% &-6-9-Z1@>( ?%0%$-1' $34X 0%*%; X (,'[» [11, >.246]. W.Y3&X& X 
>-6 3D-*-, >"!#X>1@ >,!9! 0!6-&3 XF ?03>1X,>@+!\ %?!?%Z\, ?0! [! ,X& XF 10',!9!\ 

?!,X$!6.(Z 3 .'>1X $!  .YXT'..X. G-+- 0!F6-_1X>1@ $36!+ [!$! #-&0!,!_ ?0'&-.%#&!>1X 
0!6-&3 ,'+.'+-&- ?%0%$!,>X6 #-&0!,!->1'.@!,'6' ?!43+-6' 6'1T(, ;!9! &!,-1!0-

>1,!6 3 T-0'&X #-&03. =!*- D3&X&>@+3 0!6-&&3 ?0!F3 6' ,'F&-*-Z6! (+ "3$!#&\ 

DX!90-UX\, !$&-+ #-&0!,- U!06- "-0-+1%0'F3Z1@>( >'&1%1'F6!6 X ?!10%D3Z 31!*&%&&(.
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«^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» – 1,X0, [! ,X$1,!0\Z >1-&!,.%&&( !>!D'>1!>1X, __ 6!0-.@&% X 
UXF'*&% $!F0X,-&&(. H!6-& W.Y3&X&- >+.-$-Z1@>( XF ?’(1' *->1'&, «?’(1' %1-?X,, ?’(1' 

?%0X!$X, $3"!,&!_ ?0-TX, [! ,X$D3,-.->( , $34X 9%0!(» [2, >.32]. 8%0!; !?'>3Z >,!\ 

>-$'D3, D3$'&!+, D-1@+X,, ?0'0!$3, >6%01@ D.'F@+'" .\$%;, $!6-4&@!9! ,*'1%.( Y--
>+-+!,-, !>6'>.%&&( >,X1!,!_ +.->'+', >1-,.%&&( $! 0%.X9X_, $! D0-1- 8%!09X(, (+'; 

>'6,!.XF3Z ?!.X1'*&X ,?!$!D-&&( 1!9!*->&!_ 6!.!$X, >X0X>1@ 9X6&-FX_, ?%04X F-+!"-&!>1X, 
D-#-&&( ?!D-*'1' >,X1, ?%04X 6-&$0', ?0'>10->&% +!"-&&( $! AX+', [! ?%0%0!>1-Z , 
10-9%$X\ #'11(. C,!_ ?%04X #'11Z,X +0!+' W.Y3&X& &- >"'.X 0!+X, &-6-9-Z1@>( !>6'>-
.'1' X F0!F36X1', 1!63 &%,'?-$+!,! F ,3>1 ".!?*'+- F,3*-1@ UX.!>!U>@+X >%&1%&TX_, (+X 
D%F?%0%*&! >-6 9%0!; 3 >'.3 >,!9! ,X+3 ,X$1,!0'1' &% 6X9: «… +-+ &' 903>1&! , 51!6 

&%?!&(1&!6 6'0%, !& ,>% #% ?0%+0->%& ' &-6 ,>%-1-+' >10->1&! "!*%1>( D21@ >*->1-
.',26' ' .\D'1@ $039 $039-» [2, >.129].  0!T%> $3"!,&!9! U!063,-&&( :0>%&@Z,- 
6!#&- ?%0%$-1' F- $!?!6!9!\ U!063.': «L X 6!Z 0!F36X&&( #'11(» [3, >.383].

 0-T\\*' &-$ +!#&!\ *->1'&!\, [! F&-6%&3,-.- ?%,&X ,X"' #'11( 9%0!(, Y3&X& 

,X$D'0-, &-;,-#.',X4%, >1'>+-, *->, ?0%>3\*' $%+X.@+- 0!+X, 3 !$'&. P% ?%0%$!,>X6 

?!F&-*'.!>( &% .'4% &- >\#%1&X; +-&,X 1,!03, - X F-"!?'.! ?>'"!.!9X*&'; ->?%+1 
$34X 9%0!(, !>+X.@+' ?%0>!&-# 4,'$+! $!0!>.X4-,. «O- X&1%&>',&X>1\ ?!*311X, X $3-

6!+ «-0>%&X_,>@+';» 0X+ – T% $%+X.@+- «D3&X&>@+'"» 0!+X,, - >-6 E.%+>X; :0>%&@Z, 
– &XD' «+!&T%&10!,-&';» -,1!0, 3 9!.!,&'" 0'>-" !>!D'>1!>1X» [2, >.29]. E$&-+ Y3&X& 

,X$1,!0\Z $34%,&X ?!03"' &% .'4% !>!D'>1!>1X, - ; 6-;D31&@!9!  "3$!#&'+-, 1!63 

«,>X ,0-#%&&( D311(» >?0';6-\1@>( &'6 F !>!D.',!\ *311Z,X>1\. 

E$&XZ\ F !>!D.',!>1%; 0!6-&&!9! ?!.!1&- Z &-(,&X>1@ "0!&!1!?3, (+'; ,X$1,!0\Z 
6!0-.@&X 3(,.%&&(, $3"!,&X ?!43+', >,X1!,X$*311( 9%0!( ; -,1!0-.  )->!?0!>1!0!-

,- !09-&XF-TX( 0!6-&3 «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» (,.(Z >!D!\ D-9-1!0X,&%,3, XZ0-0"X*&! 

!09-&XF!,-&3 >103+1303, (+- >'&1%F3Z 0XF&X 1'?' X U!06' *->3 (DX!90-UX*&';, >X6%;&!-

?!D31!,';, >!TX-.@&!-X>1!0'*&';, ?0'0!$&!-T'+.X*&';). A.<031X+!,- , «W>1!0X_ 
0!>X;>@+!_ .X1%0-130'» (1980-1983) ,X$F&-*-Z, 4! «D3&X&>@+'; >,X1 &% F-6+&%&'; X &% 
>1-1'*&'; X 6-;#% F-,#$' F-&30%&'; 3 9.'D'&' *->3 X ?0!>1!03»  [6, >.637]. Q!>.X$&'T( 
9!,!0'1@ ?0! $,X >1'"X_ 3 1,!0*!>1X W.Y3&X&-, (+X >?X,X>&3\1@ ,F-Z6!FD-9-*3\*'>@: 
«#',!?'>&!-?.->1'*&3» X «UX.!>!U>@+!--&-.X1'*&3» [6, >.638]. b.<30D-1!,- 
,'!+0%6.\Z $%+X.@+- "0!&!1!?X, 3 0!6-&X: %+F'>1%&TX-.@&';, "0!&!1!? ?-6’(1X, "0!-

&!1!? "3$!#&@!_ >,X$!6!>1X, "0!&!1!? 0!$3, "0!&!1!? $!0!9' [8, >.83]. Q!>.X$&'T( 
>?0-,%$.',! ,+-F3Z &- &-(,&X>1@ T'" "0!&!1!?X,, !$&-+ 3 0-6+-" !$&!9! 1,!03 X>&3Z 
XZ0-0"X( "0!&!1!?X, [1], !$&X F (+'" >1-\1@ $!6X&-&1&'6'. G-+'6 $!6X&-&1&'6 3 0!6-&X 
Z %+F'>1%&TX-.@&'; "0!&!1!?, *%0%F (+'; ,X$1,!0\\1@>( 0XF&X ?0!(,' X>&3,-&&( 9%0!(. 
8%0!; *->1! F-6'>.\Z1@>( &-$ 1'6, [! «,>% ?0!"!$'1 ' ?0!;$%1 &-,>%9$- ' D%F ,!F,0--
1-, *1! , 6'0% %>1@ 0-F.3+', D!.%F&', 9!0%>1', &%>D21!*&2% 6%*12, &%!>3[%>1,'62% 
&-$%#$2, &%,20-F'62% '.' &%,20-#%&&2% *3,>1,- – ' >6%01@…» [2, >.68]. E>+X.@+' 

!D0-F 9%0!( "-0-+1%0'F3Z1@>( $3-.XF6!6: ?!$X_ ,X$1,!0\\1@>( !*%,'$T%6 X +0XF@ ?0'-

F63 ?-6’(1X !?!,X$-*-, 1! ,-#.','6 Z X "0!&!1!? ?-6’(1X, (+'; >1-Z ,&310X4&X6 *->!-

?0!>1!0!6, 3 (+!63 0!F9!01-Z1@>( >\#%1. 
 -6’(1@ !?!,X$-*-, [! ,6X[3Z $3"!,&'; $!>,X$ .\$>1,-, $!?!6-9-Z :0>%&@Z,3 

,X.@&! ?%0%6X[-1'>( , *->X ; D31' &%F-.%#&'6 ,X$ ;!9! 03;&X,&!9! ,?.',3. R 0!6-&X 
1X>&! ?%0%?.X1-\1@>( 0XF&X 4-0' 1%+>13: 131 X 0!F$36' ?0! 1%?%0X4&Z, (+% ]03&13Z1@>(  
&- 6'&3.!63: «' !*%&@ #-.@, *1! 6&% >+-F-.', +!9$- '6%&&! ( 0!$'.>(», X ,X$1,!0%&&( 
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0%-.@&!>1X: «… ( D2 1%?%0@ ' ?!&(1'( &% '6%. ! >,!%6 ,!F0->1%, – 1%6 D!.%%, *1! 

( >!,>%6 &% ![3[-\ %9! D0%6%&'», X &-,X1@ X00%-.@&% F ?0!%+TXZ\ &- 6-;D31&Z: 
«… ', F&-*'1, D2. D2 'FD-,.%& !1 62>.', *1! 6&% D3$1! D2 ?!.-9-%1>( .%1 *%0%F $%-
>(1@ '.' $,-$T-1@ 36%0%1@» [2, >.49]. G!D1!, *'>1!9! ?0!>1!0!,!9! *->3 3 0!6-&X &%6-Z, 
!>+X.@+' U0-96%&1' ?0!#'1!_ $X;>&!>1X UX.@103\1@>( >,X$!6X>1\ -,1!0- +0XF@ &-D31X 
UX.!>!U>@+X F&-&&(, +0XF@ #'11Z,'; $!>,X$, (+'; 3+.\*-Z 0-TX!&-.@&% ; %6?X0'*&% 
F&-&&(. G!63 -,1!0>@+- 0%-.@&X>1@ – T% !>!D.',- "3$!#&( 0%-.@&X>1@, ?!0!$#%&- -,-
1!0>@+!\ >,X$!6X>1\ X ?-6’(11\. 7-0-1!0 ,'9!.!43Z: «/2 F&-%6, *1! ?!6&'6 – 62, > 
103$!6 ,>?!6'&-\['% $-#% ,*%0-4&'; $%&@!» [2, >.54]. :,1!0>@+'; ,'>.X, $-Z 3>1--
&!,+3 &- >?0';&(11( 1%+>13: :0>%&@Z, &%6!, ?!,%01-Z1@>( 3 >,!Z 6'&3.%, -.% FX F0X.'6 

>,X1!9.($!6, ?%,&'6 #'11Z,'6 $!>,X$!6. JX& ,X$1,!0\Z ; -&-.XF3Z $'1(*X ,X$*311(, 
?0!9.($-Z %,!.\TX\ >,!9! ,&310X4&@!9! X F!,&X4&@!9! «(», [! ,X$1,!0\Z1@>( F- $!-

?!6!9!\ +-1%9!0X_ ?-6’(1X.
/!1', ?-6’(1X, [! ,'"!$'1@ XF "0!&!1!?3 ?-6’(1X X "-0-+1%0'F3Z1@>( 

&!>1-.@9X*&X>1\, – Z +!&>1-&1&'6 3 1,!0X. R >,X$!6!>1X 9%0!( F0'&-\1@ &-;(>+0-,X4X 
6!6%&1' $'1'&>1,-, ?%,&X «>?-.-"'» ?X$>,X$!6!>1X. 8%0!; ?0!"!$'1@ 4.(" ,X$ 6--
.\+-, (+'; 6-.! [! 0!F36XZ, -.% -+1',&! F-?-6’(1!,3Z, $! F0X.!9! \&-+-, [! 6-Z 
?%,&'; #'11Z,'; $!>,X$. :,1!0>@+X 6!&!.!9', 6-;>1%0&! ,?'>-&X , >\#%1, &-$-\1@ 
?0!,X$&!63 ?%0>!&-#3 #'11Z,!_ F0X.!>1X, UX.!>!U>@+!_ 63$0!>1X. :0>%&@Z, -+1',&! 

6%$'13Z [!$! Y!9- X >6%01X, ?-0&'" >+.-$&'+X, .\$>@+!9! X>&3,-&&(, F-6'>.\Z1@>( 
&-$ -+13-.@&X>1\ T'" ?'1-&@: «<!9$- ' +-+ ?0'!D0%. ( ,%03 , D!9-, ?!&(1'% ! &%6, 

![3[%&'% %9!? Q36-\, ,6%>1% > ?!&(1'%6 ! >6%01'. C6%01@, 3,2, D2.- +-+-1! >!%$'-

&%&- > &'6 (' > .-6?-$+!;, > *%0&26' '+!&-6' , >%0%D0(&2" ' ,2F!.!*%&&2" 0'F-" , 
>?-.@&% 6-1%0')» [2, >.67].

<0XF@ "0!&!1!? ?-6’(1X, [! ,'"!$'1@ F %+F'>1%&TX-.@&!>1X X>&3,-&&(, +!&>1--
13\1@>( UX.!>!U>@+X, >!TX-.@&!-X>1!0'*&X ?0!D.%6', (+X !>6'>.\\1@>( 9%0!Z6 3 

?0!T%>X X>&3,-&&(. R 0!6-&X W.Y3&X&- U!063Z1@>( &!,'; 1'? "3$!#&@!9! *->!?0!>1!-

03, +!.' ?0!>1!0!,!-*->!,X 6%#X .\$>@+!9! X>&3,-&&( >?X,,X$&!>(1@>( F X>&3,-&&(6 3 

JX*&!>1X, 1!63 [% !$&'6 ,-#.','6 "0!&!1!?!6 3 0!6-&X Z "0!&!1!? JX*&!>1X X ,>%, [! 

?!,’(F-&% F -D>!.\1&'6 D311(6. E>&!,3 ?0!>1!0!,!_ !09-&XF-TX_ ; !D0-F&!>1X «^'11( 
:0>%&@Z,-» >1,!0\\1@ 6!1',' «,%0"3/&'F3», «,X$+0'1!>1X/F-6+&%&!>1X», &- U!&X (+'" 

?!+-F-&'; 03" 9!.!,&!9! 9%0!(.
Q.( 0!6-&3 "-0-+1%0&% ,'+!0'>1-&&( 6XU!.!9X*&!9! 6!1',3 «C,X1!,!9! $%0%,-», 

«,%01'+-.X», $! (+!_ !F&-*%&'; 03" ?%0>!&-#-. J>(+% ?%0%6X[%&&( E.%+>X( :0>%&@Z,- 
– T% 03" ,,%0" -D! ,&'F. C%6-&1'*&!\ 1!*+!\ ,X$.X+3 ?0!>1!03 0!6-&3 Z J'['; 

>,X1 – Y!9, 1!63 !>&!,&'6 &-?0(6!6 03"3 ?%0>!&-#- Z ?0!>3,-&&( ,9!03, $! X>1'&' – 

Y!9-. G!63 %+F'>1%&TX-.@&X 6!1',', ?!,’(F-&X F ?!43+!6 &-;,'[!9! >%&>3 X>&3,-&&(, 
Z $.( 03"3 :0>%&@Z,- ?0!,X$&'6' X 1-+'6', [! ,'F&-*-\1@ "0!&!1!? $!0!9', (+'; 

F-$-Z1@>( [% F ?!*-1+3 !?!,X$X ; !09-&XF3Z >\#%1. /!1', $!0!9', X 4'04%, 6-&$0X,, [! 

Z 10-$'TX;&'6 $.( 0!>X;>@+!_ .X1%0-130', >1-Z .%;16!1',&'6 3 0!6-&X W.Y3&X&-. 8%0!;, 

(+'; ?!>1X;&! ?%0%D3,-Z , 6-&$0-" ($3"!,&'" X UXF'*&'"), Z >,!Z0X$&'6 >'6,!.!6 

6-&$0X,&'+-, [! F$!D3,-Z #'11Z,'; $!>,X$ 3 $!0!FX. 
Q!>.X$&'T( G.<!,-.@!,- ,'!+0%6.\Z , 0!6-&X «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» 6XU!.!9%63 

S.("3 .\$'&' [5]. :&-.XF3\*' T\ +-1%9!0X\, $!>.X$&'T( F&-"!$'1@ 3 &X; "0'>1'-

(&>@+'; +!$, (+'; ?0!(,.(Z1@>( *%0%F &%!$&!0-F!,% F9-$3,-&&( ?'>@6%&&'+!6 
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C1-0!9! X 7!,!9! O-,X1X,, T'1-1&% X 6!1',&% ,'+!0'>1-&&( 6-1%0X-.X, YXD.X_ X T%0+!,&!-

"0'>1'(&>@+'" $#%0%., *'>.%&&X -.\FX_ &- "0'>1'(&>@+X X DXD.X;&X >\#%1', !D0-F', 6!-

1',', ?!>13.-1', «6!$%.\,-&&(» F- +&'9-6' « '>-&&(», ,X$1,!0%&&( -,1!0>@+'" X$%; 

F- $!?!6!9!\ DXD.X;&'" >\#%1X,, 6!1',X,, !D0-FX, [5]. G!63 +!&T%?13-.@&'; "0!&!1!? 

0!6-&3 .X1%0-130!F&-,%T@ ,'F&-*-Z (+ %+F'>1%&TX-.@&!-"0'>1'(&>@+';, - *->!?0!>1X0 

9%0!( (+ "0!&!1!? >-6!3>,X$!6.%&&(.
=-0-+1%0'F3Z1@>( $3-.XF6!6 X 0!6-&&'; >\#%1: !?!,X$@ 0!F9!01-Z1@>( !$0--

F3 , $%+X.@+!" ?.-&-": 3 >?0';&(11X :0>%&@Z,--$'1'&' *' \&-+- ; :0>%&@Z,- – 

!?!,X$-*-, F0X.!9! 6'1T(, (+'; ?0!#', $!,9% #'11(. 8!.!> -,1!0--&-0-1!0- $!$-Z 1,!-

03 -&-.X1'*&!>1X, +!.' &-,X1@ &%F&-*&X ?!$X_  $%1-.@&! !>6'>.\\1@>(: ?0!D3$#%&&( 
, $'1'&X ?!1(93 $! 6-&$0X,, ,X$*311( X>1!0X_, >?0-,%$.',!>1X, $!D0-, ?!%FX_, 0-$!>1X, 
9!0(. 7-?0'+.-$, X>1!0X( !>6'>.\Z1@>( ?%0>!&-#%6 0-?1!,!, ?X$ *-> ?!_F$+' F D-1@-
+!6 3 9X6&-FX\ >1-0'6 4.("!6 (0!F?!,X$@ ?0! 1-1-0, /-6-(, 0!FDX;&'+X, X ?0! 1%, 
«[! ,!0!&' #',31@ $%+X.@+- >!1%&@ 0!+X, X [!, 6!#.',!, T%; ,!0!& [% #', ?0' 1--
1-0-"») [2, >.97]. : ?0!*'1-&&( «C10-4&!_ ?!6>1'» /.8!9!.( 0!FD3$'.! , $34X 9%0!( 
«1! ,2>!+!% *3,>1,!, +!1!0!% ,.!#%&! , +-#$3\ $343 ' D3$%1 #'1@ ,!,%+', – *3,-
>1,! >,([%&&%;4%; F-+!&&!>1' ,!F6%F$'(, >,([%&&%;4%; &%!D"!$'6!>1' +!&%*&!-

9! 1!0#%>1,- $!D0- &-$ F.!6 ' ?0%$%.@&!; D%>?![-$&!>1', > +!1!0!; , >,!; >0!+ 
F.! +-0-%1>(» [2, >.80].  '>@6%&&'+ ?0' ,X$1,!0%&&X >,!_" ,0-#%&@ ,X$ ?!$X; $'1'&-

>1,- ?!0343Z "0!&!.!9X*&3 ?!>.X$!,&X>1@ ?!$X;, &%!$&!0-F!,! ,'+!0'>1!,3Z *->!,3 

X&,%0>X\, 0!F6',-Z >?!+X;&'; ?.'& "3$!#&@!9! *->3, F6X&\Z 0'16 ?0!F', *->1! ,'"!-

$'1@ 3 ?!F-*->!,'; ,'6X0, ,'+!0'>1!,3\*' .X0'*&X ,X$>13?', F6X&\Z 0%-.X>1'*&X>1@ 
?0!>1!03, &-$-Z !>!D.',!_ F&-*3[!>1X ?0!>1!0!,'6 !D0-F-6, *'6 ,?.',-Z &- #-&0 

0!6-&3. JX$D3,-Z1@>( ?%,&% ,F-Z6!?0!&'+&%&&( 6'&3.!9! , >3*->&X>1@ X &-,?-+'. :,-
1!0 F-&30\Z1@>( , ?X$>,X$!6X>1@, ,X$1,!0\\*' &-;DX.@4 ,-#.',X «>?-.-"'» #'11(. 
E.J!.+!, 0!F6%#!,3Z «0!F$36' X ,'>&!,+' ?'>@6%&&'+-, ,X$1,!0%&X E.:0>%&@Z,'6» 

X «6-.@!,&'*% ,X$1,!0%&&( $X;>&!>1X», (+% $!F,!.(Z ,X$X;1' Y3&X&3 ,X$ >3D’Z+1',XF63 

F!D0-#%&&( [3, >.396]. J-#.',!\ >+.-$!,!\ D3&X&>@+!9! 0!6-&3 Z ?>'"!.!9X*&X>1@, 
!>+X.@+' -,1!0 &-6-9-Z1@>( !>6'>.'1' 9.'D'&&X X6?3.@>' !>!D'>1!>1X: «J?0!*%6, ,%$@ 
' ,>% , 6'0% D2.! D%>T%.@&!, &%'F,%>1&! F-*%6 >3[%>1,!,-.!, ' ( 3#% *3,>1,!,-. 51!» 

[2, >.74]. G-+% ,X$1,!0%&&( $X;>&!>1X "-0-+1%0&% X $.( 0!6-&3 «?!1!+3 >,X$!6!>1X», 

0'>' (+!9!, D%F?%0%*&!, ?0'>31&X 3 1,!0X W.Y3&X&-.
Y3&X&>@+'; 0!6-&&'; 9%0!; 1%# ,X$F&-*-Z1@>( $3-.XF6!6. JX& X>&3,-, 3 $,!" 

,'6X0-": X00%-.@&!63, 3 (+% F-&30\,-,>( F-,$(+' +&'9-6, X 0%-.@&!63. W00%-.@&X>1@ 
3 >,X$!6!>1X :0>%&@Z,- ,X$X90-,-.- F&-*&! DX.@43 0!.@, 3>X ?%0%#'1X ?!$X_ -+1',&! 

&'6 !>6'>.\,-.'>(.  7-?0'+.-$, 10-+13,-&&( 1%6' H!>X_, $% ?%0%?.X1-\1@>( $%+X.@+- 
*->!,'" ?0!>1!0X,, ,',!$(*' T\ ?0!D.%63 $! UX.!>!U>@+!9! 0X,&(. G-+% &-4-03,-&&( 
,X+X, 3 >,X$!6!>1X, ?>'"XTX !>!D'>1!>1X A.<031X+!,- &-F',-.- «9%&%1'*&!\ ?-6’(11\» 

[7], [! 6-Z $-,&\ 10-$'TX\ X ?%0%$-Z1@>( F ?!+!.X&&(6'. Q!>.X$&'T( F-F&-*-.-, [! 

W.Y3&X& ,X$*3,-, 9.'D'&&'; F,’(F!+ .\$'&' XF 6'&3.'6, -.% &% >?!,X$3,-, >.X?!9! U--
&-1'F63 – X>1!0'*&!9!, DX!.!9X*&!9! *' +!>6X*&!9!. A\$'&3 ?'>@6%&&'+ 0!F9.($-, (+ 
-+1',&3 !>!D'>1X>1@, (+-, &->.X$3\*' 6'&3.%, ?!,'&&- 0!FXD0-1'>( 3 >,!Z63 >?-$+3 X 
,'F&-*'1' >,!Z 6X>T% 3 >,X1X, >,!Z ?0'F&-*%&&(. 

:,1!0-&-0-1!0 >?!&3+-Z 0%T'?XZ&1- D0-1' 3*->1@ 3 >\#%1X: >?X,?%0%#',-1' 0-F!6 

XF 9%0!Z6, F-6'>.'1'>( &-$ ,-#.',X>1\ #'11Z,'" ?0!D.%6, &-$ >1-&!,.%&&(6 .\$>@+!_ 
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!>!D'>1!>1X. C\#%1 1,!0'1@>( , U!06X >?!,X$X, !$+0!,%&&(, ?!,*-&&(, 0!F$36X,, 
>36&X,X,, >3?%0%*+', ?!$',3, 0-$X>&!9! F-"!?.%&&(, >+!0D!1'. P% >1-Z !>!D.',X>1\ "3-

$!#&@!9! 6%1!$3 -,1!0-, [! "-0-+1%0'F3Z1@>( F$-1&X>1\ F-.3*-1' *'1-*- $! >+.-$&'" 

?0!D.%6 D311(, &% ,'0X43,-1' _" X &% &-,’(F3,-1' >,!_" $36!+. H!6-& 36X[3Z D%F.X* 0'-

1!0'*&'" F-?'1-&@, D-9-1!F&-*&'" X&1!&-TX;, (+X ?X$41!,"3\1@ 0%T'?XZ&1- $! $'>+3>X_ 
F -,1!0!6. 7-?0'+.-$, 0!F$36' ?'>@6%&&'+- [!$! >6%01X: «: 0!$'>@ ( ' #',' &- &%-
!D'1-%6!6 !>10!,%, ( D2 $-#% ' ! >-6!6 >3[%>1,!,-&'' >6%01' &% ?!$!F0%,-.. «J!1 
D2.! D2 >*->1@%!» – "!*%1>( ?0'D-,'1@ 6&%. 7! +1! F&-%1? /!#%1 D21@, ,%.'+!% &%>*--
>1@%. Q- ' ?0-,$- .', *1! &% ?!$!F0%,-. D2? 7% 0!#$-%6>( .' 62 > *3,>1,!6 >6%01'? 

: %>.' &%1, %>.' D2 &% ?!$!F0%,-., .\D'. .' D2 ( #'F&@ 1-+, +-+ .\D.\ ' .\D'.?» [2, 

>.49]. P% "-0-+1%0'F3Z #-&0 0!6-&3 W.Y3&X&- (+ 0'1!0'*&';, [! >1-.! &!,!,,%$%&&(6 

3 .X1%0-130X == >1!.X11(.
a% !$&XZ\ !>!D.',X>1\ D3&X&>@+!9! $!0!D+3 Z ;!9! .X0'F6.  %0%0!>1-&&( 

,X$*311(, >?0';&(11( , !D0-F Z "-0-+1%0&!\ 0'>!\ 0!6-&&!9! 6'>.%&&( (8.Q#%;6>) 
X ,'F&-*-Z #-&0 1,!03 (+ .X0'*&';. G,X0 &% ?%0%?!,X$-Z, - ?!+-F3Z, F!D0-#3Z >1-&!,-
.%&&( !>!D'>1!>1X. H-$(&>@+'; $!>.X$&'+ E.J!.+!, 3 +&'FX « 0!F- W,-&- Y3&X&-» 

(1969) >1,%0$#3Z, [! 0!6-& «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» >1,!0%&'; (+ >'6U!&X(, 3 (+!63 1-6, 

$% 10%D-, ,,!$(1@>( &!,X 63F'*&X U0-F', &!,X F,3*-&&(, ?!9.'D.\\*' 1- FD-9-*3\*' 

!>&!,&3 1%63» [3, >.380]. Q.( T@!9! 0!6-&3 "-0-+1%0&X >.!,--$!6X&-&1' («?-6’(1-\», 

«F9-$3\», «,X$*3,-\», «3 ?%04'; 0-F» 1- X&.), (+X ,'"!$(1@ F %6?X0'*&'" .%;16!1',X, 
?-6’(1X, $'1'&>1,-, 6-&$0X,. /!1', ?-6’(1X, >?!6'&3 >1-Z $!6X&-&1&'6 X !10'63Z D--
9-1!->?%+1&% ,'>,X1.%&&(. 7-9!.!43Z1@>( &% D%F?!>%0%$&@! &- ?!$X(", - &- _"&@!63 

>?0';&(11X, &- 1!63, [! X (+ ,X$D'.!>( 3 >,X$!6!>1X E.:0>%&@Z,-. 
H!6-& «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» – T% ?%0%$!,>X6 ,X$1,!0%&&( >'6,!.X*&!_ -+1',&!>1X 

.\$>@+!_ >,X$!6!>1X. :6DX,-.%&1&X>1@ F!D0-#%&&( $X;>&!>1X, +!.' ?!$X_ ,X$1,!0\\1@>( 
?X$ 0XF&'6 +31!6 F!03, Z #-&0!,!\ !>!D.',X>1\ 0!6-&3 W.Y3&X&-. H!6-&&'; >\#%1 
&-D3,-Z F-9-.@&'" 0'> X F,!$'1@>( -,1!0!6 $! ,>%.\$>@+'" 3&X,%0>-.@&'" ?0!D.%6, 

>%0%$ (+'" *'&&% 6X>T% ?!>X$-\1@ %+F'>1%&TX-.@&X (6!1', >6%01X, ,X$*311( >6%01X, 
F-&%?-$3 ($,!0(&>1,-, !>!D'>1!>1X). AX1%0-130!F&-,%T@ A.<031X+!,- F-F&-*-.-, [! 

«^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» – Z$'&'; 1,X0, $% F,’(F+' .\$'&' FX >,X1!6 &-;DX.@4 D-9-1!90-&&X 
1- ,',X0%&X, FD-.-&>!,-&X, ?!FD-,.%&X !$&!DX*&!>1X, (+- *->1! ?0!9.($-.->( 3 

$!0%,!.\TX;&X; ?0!FX [7, >.27].

G-+'6 *'&!6, 0!6-& «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-» W.Y3&X&- F- 1'?!6 "3$!#&@!_ 1,!0*!>1X 
Z "3$!#&@!\ -,1!DX!90-UXZ\, !>+X.@+' 3 1,!0X ?!Z$&3Z1@>( -,1!DX!90-UX*&X>1@ X "3-

$!#&( ,'9-$+-. <!6?!F'TX( 1,!03 (?!034%&&( "0!&!.!9X*&!_ ?!>.X$!,&!>1X ?!$X;, 

*->!,- X&,%0>X(, 0!F6',-&&( "3$!#&@!9! *->3, F6X&- 0'163 ?0!F', ,'"X$ 3 ?!F-*->!-

,'; ,'6X0, ,'+!0'>1-&&( .X0'*&'" ,X$>13?X,, F6X&- 0%-.X>1'*&!>1X ?0!>1!03) &-+.-$-Z 
>,X; ,X$D'1!+ &- #-&0 0!6-&3.  >'"!.!9X*&X>1@, F-&30%&&( , ?X$>,X$!6X>1@, "-!1'*&% 
,X$1,!0%&&( $X;>&!>1X, ?3.@>-TX( $36+' – T% >+.-$&'+' 0!6-&3 «?!1!+3 >,X$!6!>1X», 

0'>' (+!9! ?0!9.($-\1@>( 3 D3&X&>@+!63 $!0!D+3. R 0!6-&X ,'!+0%6.\\1@>( ?%,&X 1'?' 

"0!&!1!?X,: %+F'>1%&TX-.@&';, "0!&!1!? ?-6’(1X, $!0!9' 1- X&., (+X 31,!0\\1@ ?%,&3 

XZ0-0"X\. Q!6X&-&1&'6 Z %+F'>1%&TX-.@&'; 6!1',, F- $!?!6!9!\ (+!9! 0!F9.($-\1@-
>( ,>%.\$>@+X 3&X,%0>-.@&X ?0!D.%6' (>6%01X, ,X$*311( >6%01X, F-&%?-$3 ($,!0(&>1,-, 
!>!D'>1!>1X) 1- X&.). )->!?0!>1!0!,- !09-&XF-TX( 0!6-&3 (,.(Z >!D!\ D-9-1!0X,&%,3, 
XZ0-0"X*&! !09-&XF!,-&3 >103+1303, (+- >'&1%F3Z 0XF&X 1'?' X U!06' *->3 (DX!90-UX*&';, 
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>X6%;&!-?!D31!,';, >!TX-.@&!-X>1!0'*&';, ?0'0!$&!-T'+.X*&';). E>&!,3 ?0!>1!0!,!_ 
!09-&XF-TX_ 1,!03 ,X$!D0-#-\1@ ?-0&X 6!1','--&1!&X6': «,%0"/&'F», «,X$+0'1X>1@/
F-6+&%&X>1@», «?X$&%>%&&(/?-$X&&(», «$'1'&>1,!/>1-0X>1@», «0%-.@&X>1@/U-&1-FX(», &- 
U!&X (+'" ,X$1,!0%&! >1-&!,.%&&( !>!D'>1!>1X. :,1!0 ,'+!0'>1!,3Z 6XU!.!9X*&X 6!1'-

,' «C,X1!,!9! $%0%,-», «,%01'+-.X», $! (+!_ !F&-*%&'; 03" 9!.!,&!9! 9%0!(.  !Z$&-&&( 
F-9-.@&!9! ?.-&3 ; !>!D'>1!9!, +!&+0%1&!9! 1- X&$',X$3-.@&!9! ($3-.XF6 0!6-&&!-

9! 6'>.%&&(), 9.'D!+'; ?>'"!.!9XF6, -&-.X1'*&X>1@ 1- .X0'F6 ,'1,!0\\1@ #-&0!,3 

>,!Z0X$&X>1@ 0!6-&3 W.Y3&X&- «^'11( :0>%&@Z,-».
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Tetiyana Kushnirova

SPECIALITY OF GENRE AND STYLE OF AUTOBIOGRAFICAL NOVEL BY I.BUNIN 
«LIFE OF ARSENEV»

The article deals with the genre-style features of Bunin’s novel «The Life of Arseniev». Provided 
genre content, genre and stylistic analysis of the dominant, basic motives (top / bottom, opening / 
closing, «world tree», «vertical»). Special role allocate for novel’s chronotopes: existential, memory 
chronotope, road, family etc., discussed their relationship and hierarchy. Highlights of the individual 
style of the writer, and the relationship with the literary tradition. 

Key words: genre, style, genre content, the dominant, chronotope, literary tradition.
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